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NEVER AN IDLE MOMENT FOR OUR CAMPAIGN CHAIRS

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED—
THANK YOU!

T

hanks to the generous support of
The Winnipeg Foundation, the
Thomas Sill Foundation, the
sponsors of the fundraising luncheon held
in the spring, the Manitoba government and
many donors, we are now installing mobile
shelving in one of the Centre du patrimoine’s
two vaults. The project, which will increase
our storage capacity, will soon be finished.
Thanks for your support!

Lucien Loiselle and Lucienne Beaudry Loiselle.

L

ucien Loiselle and Lucienne
Beaudry Loiselle will tell you that
they have slowed down,
especially since Lucienne concluded her
40-year career in special education and
Lucien left the position he held for
18 years at the Office of the
Commissioner of Official Languages.

If retirement has allowed them to slow
their professional activity, we can’t say as
much for their family and community
activities. It is no wonder that in 1997 the
francophone community recognized their
dedication and the impact of their
volunteer activities by awarding them a
Prix Riel for their contributions to its
cultural vitality! These partner initiators
have each played a distinct role in the
betterment of Saint Boniface and in the
organization and animation of the
Manitoban francophonie’s cultural life.
Fun-living, deeply attached to their
heritage, Lucien and Lucienne have
mastered the art of gathering people
around a project. Nothing puts them to the
test: introducing the gigue to the Danseurs
de la Rivière-Rouge’s dance repertoire,
playing an active role in the foundation of
the French branch of the Scouts, the
Branche Castors, the Centre culturel de
Saint-Boniface and a French-language
Habitat for Humanity group in Winnipeg,
Habitat Chez-Soi, just to name a few!
The Société historique de SaintBoniface (SHSB) is therefore honoured that they accepted to chair its
campaign to reach its goal of $2M in
endowed funds by March 31, 2022.
To attain this goal, the SHSB can
count on matching funds offered by
the Manitoba Heritage Trust Fund: $1
for every $2 donation!

Gilles Lesage, executive director of the
Centre du patrimoine, underlines: “For
three years now, Lucienne and Lucien
have been spending much time at the
Centre. Lucienne was thinking ahead to
the 50th anniversary of the Festival du
Voyageur in 2019—that was all the
motivation she needed to bring together
Official Voyageurs to sort boxes of
archives, some of them pell-mell, and to
identify people in photos in order to
produce a photo album of the Festival du
Voyageur which includes a few pages of
its history.”
Lucienne acknowledges: “Without the
archives of Georges Forest, of Lucien, of
La Liberté and of the Festival, the photo
album would never have come to
fruition. It’s gratifying to know that our
efforts to reconstruct the Festival’s past
and to identify photos make the archives
usable for generations to come. What
good is a photo if we can’t recognize the
context and the persons it depicts?”

SISTERS OF THE SAVIOUR

I

n 2005, the Sisters of the Saviour gave
their archives to the Centre du
patrimoine. Thanks to their financial
support and to the Manitoba Heritage Grant
Program, Claude de Moissac researched
their collection and was able to recount in
broad terms the history and the works of
this congregation since its arrival in
Manitoba. As a result of his research, a
section was added to Au Pays de Riel and a
Soeurs du Sauveur website section was
created on the history of the congregation.
Some of the webpages are about the
Manitoban communities served by the
religious as well as their missions elsewhere
in Canada and the world: Notre Dame de
Lourdes, Saint Alphonse, Saint Léon, Saint
Claude, Saint Lupicin, Haywood, Saint
Boniface, Saskatchewan, Quebec, Brazil and
Haiti.

And don’t forget to visit us on Facebook!

OUR MUSICAL HERITAGE

SUMMER IN ACTION

THE IMPACT OF A BEQUEST

Y

ou can now listen to music, songs and
interviews of the Ensemble folklorique
de la Rivière Rouge on the Centre du
patrimoine’s website. Starting in 1940, and
mostly from 1970 to 2002, many musicians
were active in this dance, song and music
company also known as Les Gais Manitobains
and Les Danseurs de la Rivière-Rouge. A few of
the artists presented are the Campagne family,
Claude de Moissac, Donald Himbeault, Gilles
Mousseau, Suzanne Balcaen, Alice Bérubé,
Micheline Lamontagne, Ariane Jean, Lyne
Lavigueur, Aline Rémillard, Denis Encontre,
Chris Solekouricz, Joseph Constant, Chantal
Courcelles, Brigitte Gobeil, Janine Gobeil,
Dale Normandeau, Julie Arnal, Christian
Perron and Jeannette Gosselin. If you feel like
dancing a gigue or a reel to a frenzied tune or
to waltz to a romantic melody, you will
certainly find an audio track to your taste in
the many documents described and digitized
by Gisèle Johnson, a Centre du patrimoine
volunteer who has herself been active in the
company since 1970. We couldn’t have found
a better person for this project!
And there’s more! Thanks to the financial
support of Library and Archives Canada, we
have digitized 490 photos from the 100 Nons
Collection. Find Monique LaCoste, Jocelyne
Baribeau, Lianne Collet, Denis Connelly, Marc
Devigne, Dominique Genest, Benoit Morier,
Robert Paquette, Gérald Paquin, Valérie
Rémillard and many other voices of the
cultural history of the Manitoba’s
francophonie.

Lucien has forever been collecting
archives, in all 35 boxes that he has now
entrusted to the Centre du patrimoine. “As
I was sorting through my documents, I
realized that personal archives could
sometimes fill voids in the archives of
organizations. And when I have finished
this project, I will continue to volunteer
at the Centre du patrimoine where I have
discovered a new passion.”
Michel Lagacé, chair of the SHSB, is
delighted that Lucien and Lucienne are
spearheading the campaign: “Respected
members of our community, loyal donors
and dedicated volunteers, what more
could we ask!”

For more information on what is happening at the Centre du patrimoine and the
SHSB, check out our website at www.shsb.mb.ca/en including our blog.

Natasha Vermette

Kari Valmestad

E

very summer, the SHSB undergoes
a transformation! Thanks to the
Young Canada Works program,
three young and dynamic adults joined its
team in 2018: an educational program
developer, a library attendant and an
archives technician.

Natasha Vermette from Saint Norbert
studies education at the Université de SaintBoniface. “Given that the Centre du
patrimoine has so many important and
authentic resources, it was my role to
choose and put forward the documents
that are the most useful to support the
curriculum developed by Education and
Training Manitoba.” In the section
“Educational Resources” of the website, we
now find modules on the First World War,
Louis Riel, father and son, First Nations
and the Métis.
The Centre du patrimoine seeks to awaken
students’ interest in the history of French
Manitoba and to make its resources readily
available. These new modules are a giant
step towards the achievement of this goal.
Kari Valmestad was born in Winnipeg.
After having completed her final year of

Katrina Audet

Michel Lagacé, chair of the SHSB Board.

studies in history and the history of fine
arts in Montreal, Kari spent her summer
working in the Centre du patrimoine’s
library. She confided: “I really enjoyed my
work because my duties required a very
methodical and organized person, which I
am. Keeping the library shelving in order
gives me a lot of satisfaction. The library is
so beautiful and the archives are really
impressive.”
The third student, Katrina Audet, now a
regular at the Centre de patrimoine, pursued
the data entry of La Liberté’s photos for a
second consecutive year. By entering the
descriptions of the photos in the SHSB’s
database, she makes them readily available
to researchers. As you might recall, Katrina
is originally from Otterburne and she
studies sciences at the University of
Manitoba, with the intention of going into
medicine.

F

or those of you who hold a special place for
the Centre du patrimoine in your heart, a
bequest to the SHSB is a great way to make
a considerable donation that will have a profound
impact on its capacity to pursue its mission and to
adapt to the always changing means of storing and
disseminating archives collections

Michel Lagacé, chair of the SHSB Board, explains
his decision to leave a bequest to the SHSB: “I want
the Centre du patrimoine to have the means to
continue acquiring, preserving and promoting our
heritage. For me, it’s a way to pay tribute to the
people who preceded us and to ensure that future
generations continue to have access to their rich
heritage. The Centre du patrimoine plays a unique
role in Manitoban society because it forms our
collective memory. Its rich collections must
continue to inform and to inspire our future.”
If you have named or intend to name the SHSB as a
beneficiary in your will, we would like to discuss the
use of your donation and to thank you while you are
alive. As such, we invite you to contact Gilles Lesage,
Executive Director of the Centre du patrimoine, at
204-233-4888 or at glesage@shsb.mb.ca.

TRAVELLING EXHIBITION ON ÉTIENNE GABOURY

É

tienne Gaboury’s contribution to Manitoba’s architectural heritage and the blossoming of the
francophone community is unrivalled: more than a hundred projects, most in Manitoba, but
across Canada and in other countries. Built starting in the 1960s, the edifices he signed serve
religious, educational or institutional functions, among others.

We often forget the creator of buildings despite their impact on our lives. The bilingual travelling
exhibition Étienne Gaboury : Construire le patrimoine d’aujourd’hui et de demain (Building Today’s and
Tomorrow’s Heritage) which was launched on October 13 in the Empire Salon rectifies this situation
and gives Gaboury’s works the place they deserve in our history, our heritage and our francophonie.

View of the Exhibition at the Centre du Patrimoine.

Thanks to Canadian Heritage, the province of Manitoba, Radio-Canada Manitoba and the Division scolaire franco-manitobaine
(Franco-Manitoban School Division) for their part in financing, promoting and presenting the exhibition.

Make
Your History
Come Alive
G Donate! H

Thomas Bres, Graphic Designer, and Annie Langlois, Commissioner of the Exhibition.

Yes, I want to support the Société historique de Saint-Boniface!
To donate and to take advantage of the matching dollars offered by the Manitoba Heritage Trust Fund, stop by the Centre du patrimoine's reception
for a donation form, call us at 204-233-4888 or write to us at shsb@shsb.mb.ca. If you prefer, visit our website at http://shsb.mb.ca/en and click
on I support and then Donate.
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