Au Salon Empire
Fall 2017
 Do you wonder on which river lot your ancestor lived in Ste. Agathe in 1875? Or
in St. Vital in 1877? Nothing easier! Go to our website, click on “Collections and
Research” and choose “Research” in the scroll-down menu. Enter “river lots” in
the research window and you will find the answers in one of the 64 recently
digitized maps.

A WORD FROM THE CHAIR
OF THE ST. BONIFACE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Dear Friends of the Société historique de Saint-Boniface,
Let me share why I feel confident about the SHSB’s future and grateful for the
widespread support it receives.

Plan of river lots in the parish of Ste. Agathe.

 What is the origin of the name of the town of Cardinal? How did the Sioux
call Letellier? Who founded Saint-Lazare when the first settlers arrived to the
area in 1883-84? To answer those questions and to find information on 40 or
so communities in Riel’s land, click on “Au pays de Riel” (published in
French).

SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR DEDICATED STAFF
From left to right:
Julie Reid, Gilles Lesage, Monique Gravel
and Janet LaFrance.

Lucille Bazin.

Gisèle Johnson Himbeault.

First, I thank the Honourable Rochelle Squires for her key
role in the official recognition of the SHSB as the Frenchlanguage counterpart to the Archives of Manitoba. On
June 27, 2017, the Government of Manitoba confirmed
that our role is to ensure the acquisition, the preservation
and the promotion of the French-language archival heritage
of Manitoba and that the scope of our archives is both
provincial and national.
Also, I want to acknowledge Monique Gravel’s unfailing
dedication to the SHSB during her 23 years of service. The
Board, staff, members, researchers and volunteers all
recognize the many essential roles she has carried out at
the Centre to patrimoine, always in a professional manner.
Beyond her duties as a receptionist, she supported the
genealogy and archives services, fully intent on ensuring
the Centre operated efficiently. We wish her a well-deserved
happy retirement. Fortunately for us, she hasn’t gone very
far—she’s already volunteering at the Centre!

Finally, my thanks go out to the Board for its steadfast
commitment. Our outgoing directors, Nathalie Hukportie,
Diane Bazin, Christian Benhamou and Michel Loiselle,
deserve our full recognition for their participation in the
effective governance of the SHSB and in the advancement
of the Centre du patrimoine. I welcome the new directors
who have joined the Board: Wilgis Agossa, Henri Bouvier,
Lianne Desrochers, Camille Fisette-Mulaire and Philippe
Mailhot (biographical notes of the Board members:
http://shsb.mb.ca/en/Board_Members), and recognize
Normand Boisvert, our devoted campaign chair.
The upcoming year looks very promising: once again, I will
be working with a terrific team!

Further, we are pleased to welcome Alexie Gosselin on staff
as administrative assistant. Alexie holds a diploma in
Business Administration from the École technique et
professionnelle. She also brings a diverse work experience
to her new position and has a strong interest in both
archives and genealogy. You can find out more about Alexie
on our blog in the July post (in French only):
http://shsb.mb.ca/en/carnet/201707.

 On May 25th, Lucille Bazin and Gisèle Johnson Himbeault, both SHSB volunteers,
were awarded a Prix Riel for their exemplary dedication to Manitoba’s
francophone community.
 In advance of its official dissolution, the Association manitobaine du patrimoine
francophone et métis decided to entrust the Centre du patrimoine with its
archives and to support it with a financial donation. Thanks for thinking of us!

Monique Gravel

Alexie Gosselin

Michel Lagacé

Normand Boisvert

For more information on what is happening at the Centre du patrimoine and the SHSB, check out
our website at www.shsb.mb.ca, including our blog.
And don’t forget to visit us on Facebook!
Centre du patrimoine
340 Provencher Boulevard, Saint-Boniface, Manitoba R2H 0G7
www.shsb.mb.ca
Graphic Design: La Liberté communication
Photos: Archives and Lorne Coulson
Text: Gisèle Barnabé, Gilbert Savard and others

EXHIBITION

SCHOOL VISIT

Hiding in Plain Sight: Discovering the Métis Nation
in the Archival Records of Library and Archives Canada (LAC)
This travelling exhibition presented in the context of
Canada’s 150th anniversary opened at the Centre du
patrimoine on June 27 and ran until October 28, 2017. Its
creation results from collaboration among LAC, the
Manitoba Métis Federation and the Métis National
Council. In its news release announcing the launching of
the exhibition, LAC emphasized: “The exhibition explores
the portrayal of Métis people—some of whom are “hiding
in plain sight”—in reproductions of artworks and
photographic collections as well as in the accompanying
archival descriptions. It aims to foster a better
understanding of the history and culture of the Métis
Nation.” In order to highlight its rich heritage, LAC
undertook in 2014 a review of the description of its
archival materials and the digitalization of art and
photographs about the Métis in its collections.

On October 11, the Centre du patrimoine welcomed
18 Grade eleven French-immersion students from
Garden City Collegiate.
Their teacher, Meghan Rauch, wanted to give them the
opportunity to visit an archives centre, to discover the
journey of archives documents and to learn how
evidence of the past is preserved.
Among other things, the students learned how to
conduct research in the databases, saw firsthand letters
written by Louis Riel and familiarized themselves with
our website and genealogical research.

The panels of the exhibition Hiding in Plain Sight.

UNION NATIONALE MÉTISSE SAINT-JOSEPH DU MANITOBA ARCHIVES NOW ON-LINE
The SHSB thanks The Winnipeg Foundation and Library and Archives Canada for their financial assistance to carry
out a significant and high-priority task: digitizing and providing on-line access to the archives collection of the
Union nationale métisse Saint-Joseph du Manitoba and the Comité historique métisse. As a result, all documents
on the 130 year-long existence of the association are accessible on line: constitutional documents, correspondence,
minutes, project-related documents, including those of the Société historique métisse at the turn of the 20th century
and the correspondence of the Society’s researcher, Auguste-Henri de Trémaudan. This documentation represents
one of the only sources of information on Métis history, including singular elements that were used to write and
publish l’Histoire de la nation métisse.
For years, l’Union nationale métisse Saint-Joseph du Manitoba was the only Métis association and in particular, the
only francophone Métis organization in Western Canada. As a result, these archives are consulted by researchers
from many universities, the general public and the media. They served as one of the main sources for the publication
Les Fidèles à Riel : 125 ans d’évolution de l’Union nationale métisse Saint-Joseph du Manitoba by Bernard Bocquel.

According to Gilles Lesage, SHSB’s executive director, the choice of the Centre for the launching of this exhibition
was an obvious one: “Founded in 1902, the SHSB is the oldest French-language Western Canadian historical society
and its Centre du patrimoine houses considerable archives collections that document the francophone and Métis
presence in Western Canada. For example, we hold the second collection in importance of Louis Riel’s written
words.”

YOUNG CANADA WORKS (YCW) IN ACTION AT THE CENTRE DU PATRIMOINE

Grade eleven French-immersion students from Garden City Collegiate.

Here are a few of their testimonials:

“

I learned a lot about history
and all the things we don’t have anymore
because they have been replaced by technology.

”

“

The Voyageur Park.

Georges et Anita Forest.

HÉ HO!
The Festival du Voyageur organization recently entrusted its archives to the Centre du patrimoine. This will be of
interest to those who want to learn more about Manitoba’s winter festival, an important celebration of FrancoManitoban culture and folklore, held every year since 1970. In particular, these archives are key to volunteer researcher
Lucienne Loiselle who is piecing together the stories of the Official Voyageurs, the Festival’s true ambassadors. They
complement the archives of Georges Forest, well-known for his ties to the Festival, as well as those of his wife Anita,
recently donated by the Forest family.

I liked how they explained
the specific steps to follow in the preparation
of historical evidence
to be kept in the archives.

”

“

So interesting!
My favourite part was when
I discovered that my teacher and I are cousins.

Katrina Audet.

Amélie Drainville.

Through YCW, three dynamic university students joined the Centre du patrimoines’s team during the summer and
pursued many projects.
Two archives technicians were dedicated to the processing of one archives collection and to data entry. Patrick
Quinn from Vaudreuil processed the Festival du Voyageur’s textual documents. Katrina Audet from Otterburne
made an inventory of the archives that were processed and entered data on the textual archives of the Association
d’éducation des Canadiens français du Manitoba and of the Société franco manitobaine. Those descriptions are now
available in our website.
For her part, Amélie Drainville from La Visitation-de-l’Ile-Dupas was assigned the position of Social Media Network
technician created in connection with the 150th anniversary celebrations of Canadian Confederation. Among other
things, she delved into the Centre du patrimoine’s extensive newspaper and periodical collection and scrutinized
articles of the past in a new, analytical and humorous light. In so doing, she placed emphasis on the evolving customs
and perspectives of our society concerning subjects such as youth and corruption: http://shsb.mb.ca/blogue (in
French).

IN MEMORIAM
A strong supporter of the SHSB passed away on July 28, 2017. Born in Sandilands,
Manitoba, and closely attached to her language, culture and faith, Lucile Freynet served
on the SHSB Board. The society could always count on her support and generosity. In
1945, she began her career in teaching, then moved on to library science after 1972.

GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS IN SASKATCHEWAN

For many, she lives on in their memories of school years or of visits to the St. Boniface
Municipal Library. Her love of her family and of history led her to the publication in
1997 of Fresque de la famille Freynet : Le rameau manitobain et ses origines, 1616 - 1996.
The SHSB offers its sincere condolences to Lucile’s family and friends.

”

Patrick Quinn.

Lucile Freynet.

Jean-Pierre Noël, seen at the Centre du patrimoine.

In November 2016, the Société historique de la Saskatchewan called upon the Centre du patrimoine for its expertise
in genealogical research. In response, Jean-Pierre Noël volunteered to conduct the workshops held in Gravelbourg,
Regina, Saskatoon and Prince Albert. Patricia Choppinet, Program Coordinator, confirms: “The participants were
all satisfied with the workshop which allowed them to discover different genealogical research resources and
techniques. The cherry on top of the sundae: Jean-Pierre’s family ties to Saskatchewan!”
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