Au Salon Empire

OPERATION YOUTH: PASSING ON THE LOVE OF ARCHIVES
Thanks to Canadian Heritage’s Youth Canada and the 2019 Canada Summer Jobs programs, the Centre
du patrimoine was again able to count on the help of three students.
The processing and data entry of
the archives of the Sisters of the
Holy Names of Jesus and Mary
were entrusted to Yanko Kalem
who had experience in archives.
His work nourished his interest
in archives: “I had the opportunity
to appreciate the content of many
files, such as letters by Gabrielle
Roy, photo albums, school journals
and even a rosary donated by Pope
John Paul II. Many historical
documents presented an interesting
perspective on current events: for
example, a few days after Jean
Vanier’s death, I found a photo of
his father, Governor General Jean
Vanier.”

For her part, Chantale Pineau
continued to research, write and
publish, on the SHSB’s website,
pedagogical resources based on
archives accessible at the Centre
du patrimoine. The following
modules were added in 2019:
First Nations, Métis and
Reconciliation; Personalities; My
Family, my Ancestors; Education;
Dance, Folklore, Music and
Visual Arts; and Major Events.
Chantal
discovered
some
remarkable people: “[. . .] people
like Pauline Boutal, the very
successful director of the Cercle
Molière, also painter, designer and
typographer. There was also
Béatrice St-Amant who founded a
hospital for children with special
needs [. . .] in the 1930s.”

Finally, Mirabelle Boily-Bernal, a
master’s student in information
science at the University of
Montreal, spent her summer in
the SHSB’s library. She explains:
“The Centre du patrimoine [. . .] is
the perfect place to apply my
abilities in information management to the benefit of an
organization that showcases my
community and contributes to its
development.” In a few words,
Mirabelle sorted books with
potential historical or heritage
significance from the Saint
Boniface Archdiocese’s National
Library. According to their
relevance, she added them to the
Centre du patrimoine’s database
and stowed them away in boxes
for rare books or in the reference
library.
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W

ith much gratitude, I would like to salute Gilles
Lesage who will be stepping down from his position
next year. One does not replace a Gilles Lesage! He
has been an employee of the SHSB for more than 35 years and
its executive director for the past 15 years. He leaves a priceless
legacy to all of Manitoba.
Born in Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes, Gilles
completed a B.A. at the Collège universitaire de
Saint-Boniface in 1970 and pursued his
education in philosophy at the Université
catholique de Louvain (1970–1973) and in
archival studies at the University of Manitoba
(1995–1997). From 1983 to 1990, he served as
executive director of the
SHSB. He then worked for
the Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate as an
archivist, returning to the
SHSB in 1997 as an archivist.
He thus participated in the
Centre
du
patrimoine
construction project and
went on to become its
executive director in 2003.

Under Gilles’s able leadership, the Centre du
patrimoine has acquired collections of immense
importance to the preservation of our history
and has made great progress in the processing
and dissemination of archives, particularly by
making them available online and through
exhibitions.
Many qualities enabled
Gilles Lesage to propel the
SHSB and its Centre du
patrimoine to the superior
level it has achieved. They
have allowed the SHSB to
reach an ever larger public
and to enhance the Centre’s
reputation
throughout
Manitoba and across the
country. I would underline
his sharp intelligence and his
analytical
mind,
and
especially his impressive
listening skills, his benevolence and distinct way of
working collaboratively and
respectfully with board
members, volunteers, staff,
researchers, donors, as well
as all others in the SHSB’s
network.

Amongst archivists, Gilles is
well respected for his vast
knowledge, his many contributions and his great
openness towards one and
all. Over the years, he has
been a diligent member of
various boards and associations at the provincial and
national levels. Further,
Gilles Lesage
Gilles has built and nourished
a vast network of partners in the francophone Thank you for your remarkable contributions,
and Métis communities. For example, he Gilles, and best wishes for a well-deserved
collaborated with the Manitoba Métis retirement!
Federation, the Union nationale métisse SaintJoseph du Manitoba and the Métis National
Council to develop a service to provide proof
of Métis ancestry and to make archives on Métis
history more accessible to researchers and the
Michel Lagacé
Métis population.
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Congratulations to

Guy Jourdain who was elected

to the SHSB Board at its annual
meeting on June 26, 2019.
Thanks to

Jean-Daniel Boulet

who served on the Board

for seven years (2011–2018).

CALL FOR HELP!

RELIGIOUS ARCHIVES

T

he SHSB is calling on your support to replace the two
22-year-old failing humidifiers used in the Centre du
patrimoine’s vaults. We need your assistance to help pay
the $55,000 cost of replacement. The humidifiers are necessary to
maintain an ideal level of humidity for the preservation of the
archives. The Centre is temporarily using a portable dehumidifier;
however this equipment is not reliable on a long-term basis and is
inadequate in the summer.

If you prefer, you can support the Centre du patrimoine by making
a donation to the SHSB Fund. The Manitoba Heritage Trust
Program amplifies the impact of your gift by adding up to one
dollar ($1) for every two dollars ($2) you donate. Thanks to your
generosity, the Centre could obtain up to $25,000 and maybe even
more in matching funds for donations received from April 1, 2019,
to March 31, 2020. Take advantage of this opportunity!

JEANNETTE MARTIN—AN INDELIBLE MARK

A

fter a fruitful career in education in
Quebec, in New Brunswick and
finally in Manitoba, Jeannette
Martin, an adopted Manitoban, embarked
on new projects. Amongst other things, she
pursued her passion for history by
publishing in 2010 a book titled “Cent ans
d’engagements et de luttes pour vivre en
français à Winnipeg” (100 years of
commitment and battles to live in French
in Winnipeg) and documenting the history
of the Sacré-Coeur Parish in the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
In 2012, Jeannette undertook her volunteer
work at the Centre du patrimoine after an
interview with Bernard Bocquel for a SHSB
oral history project on education in the
francophone and Métis communities of
Manitoba. She initiated the transfer of the

Jeannette Martin

Sacré-Coeur Parish and School archives to
the Centre du patrimoine. Given that she
was very knowledgeable about these
documents, she naturally went on to
process and to describe them from 2015 to
2018, with her incredible thoroughness and
her usual commitment. From June 2018 to
the moment when she had to cease her
activities in the spring, Jeannette entered
the descriptions in the archives database.
Jeannette died on August 10, 2019,
surrounded by her family in Huntington,
Quebec. We offer our sincere condolences
to her loved ones and emphasize that she
has left an indelible mark on the Centre du
patrimoine’s archives, and in the hearts of
the staff and volunteers who worked by her
side. Thank you, Jeannette, for your many
services.

TH

MANITOBA’S 150 ANNIVERSARY

T

hanks to a $38,700 grant from Canadian Heritage, the
Centre du patrimoine is preparing an exhibition for the
150th anniversary of Manitoba’s entry into the Canadian
federation. Through this exhibition, the highlights of our history
will be related from the standpoint of the role and the demands of
the Métis and French-speaking people. They represented more than

40% of the Red River Colony’s population and were dealing with
the predominantly English-speaking government of a three-yearold federation.
Like the exhibition on Étienne Gaboury’s works, this one will
include a permanent component presented in the Salon Empire as
well as online and travelling components.

OTHER GOOD NEWS
Library and Archives Canada recently granted $24,500 to the Centre du patrimoine for the digitization of some of its audio
recordings.

• The processing of the 1857 to date archives of the
Saint Norbert Parish, one of the oldest parishes in
Manitoba, was part of the activities leading to
Manitoba’s 150th anniversary in 2020 and the
Centre’s exhibition on the subject. These documents
not only relate the history of the parish, but also
important events for Manitoba, including its entry
into confederation and the decisive role played by
Saint-Norbert’s priest, Father Noël-Joseph Ritchot.

First presbytery of St. Norbert.

Even before it evaluated and sorted the documents,
the Centre du patrimoine conducted some
preliminary research on the history of Saint-Norbert
and of the region. This step was necessary to better
understand and contextualize the documents. Then,
the classification, the processing and the description
of this archives collection made it more readily
accessible and searchable.
• The SHSB received a $15,000 grant from The
Winnipeg Foundation to digitize an oral history
collection of the Missionary Oblates of MaryImmaculate.
• The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Saint-Hyacinthe
(s.j.s.h.) returned their Manitoban archives to the
province in September 2017. The archives had been
very well organized by the congregation, so the final
processing to make them available advanced quickly.
Volunteer Monique Gravel is completing the entry
of the photo descriptions in the database. Amongst
these photos are some of the communities where the
sisters served, mostly as educators, for example
Saint-Georges, Richer and Lorette.
• As with the archives of the Sisters of s.j.s.h., those
of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary
(s.n.j.m.) reveal information on living conditions in
the past and on villages—Saint-Pierre, Saint-JeanBaptiste, Somerset and Saint-Boniface to name a
few—where these religious women worked as
educators and in other capacities. Over the course
of the year, the Centre du patrimoine has finished
describing the textual archival documents of their
collection and entering those descriptions in the
database. Further work to be done includes the
description of the Sisters’ photos and audiovisual
documents.

Father Noël-Joseph Ritchot

Brother Louis's truck.

Sisters Lucienne Gilbert (Thérèse-duRédempteur), Jeanne Branchaud (Hélène-duSauveur), Noëlla Tougas (St-Pierre-Chrysologue),
Hélène Dion (Hélène-de-Jésus) and Rose
Cournoyer (Marie-des-Apôtres ) during an outing
in the woods.

Sister Marguerite Hains (Ste-Odile) and Sister
Odile St-Pierre (St-André) teaching piano to
two girls.

We note that the Sisters of s.j.s.h. and of the s.n.j.m.
played a role of paramount importance in the
transmission of the French language from one
generation to the other.
Finally, future projects could include the digitization
of the two congregations’ photos, so as to make
them accessible online.

Sister Madeleine Matte (St-Dominique) with her students in the courtyard of the Sainte-Geneviève school.
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