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 The 1,277 photos of the Sisters of the Saviour collection
are now digitized and described.

 The yearbooks of the St. Boniface School of Nursing are
now available on line. Further, we collaborated in the
preparation of an exhibition spearheaded by the
St. Boniface Registered Nurses’ Alumni Association and
presented in the Everett Atrium of the hospital. The
exhibition was inaugurated in July 2017.

 We invite you to follow the guided historical tour of
St. Boniface created by Robert Nicolas for the
BaladoDécouverte App, in French and in English.
Discover 19 points of interest over 3.47 km: it’s great for
mind and body!
 The SBHS is collaborating in the commemorative
activities organized to underline the 200-year presence of
the Catholic Church in Western Canada.

Special Edition : Centre du patrimoine’s 20th anniversary
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IN SHORT
 We are preparing a travelling exhibition on Gaboury’s works:
the vast collection of archives he donated to the Centre du
patrimoine will be used to prepare this exhibition which will
highlight many places in Manitoba where he left his mark.
 Natasha Vermette, a student enrolled in education at the
University of St. Boniface, has recently undertaken a
summer project to make the Centre du patrimoine’s
resources more accessible to teachers and students.

 Roger Bilodeau gifted to the Centre du patrimoine the
unilingual traffic ticket that led him to the Supreme Court
of Canada in June 1984. Mr. Bilodeau had to pay his fine,
but the Supreme Court’s ruling represented a significant
victory for Manitoba’s francophonie: Manitoba’s laws had
to be bilingual.

A WORD FROM THE CHAIR
OF THE ST. BONIFACE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (SBHS)

“Caisse Groupe Financier has entrusted the SBHS with its archives,
as have many other francophone organizations in Manitoba, and
we are grateful for its services. We are therefore honoured to support
the shelving project, a lasting investment to preserve our history.
What a thoughtful gift to future generations.”
-Diane Bilodeau,
Vice-President, Marketing and Strategy

Dear Friends of the Société historique de Saint-Boniface,

Caisse Groupe Financier, well-represented on May 15.
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 A loyal friend of the Centre du patrimoine, Professor Allen
Kear, passed away in December 2017. Passionately
interested in Canadian history, he published in both
English and French, highlighting the breadth of the history
of our country.

Ms. Paulette Duguay, Chair of the Union
nationale métisse Saint-Joseph du
Manitoba, shared her thoughts on the
atmosphere at the event:

“When Charles Lavack and I launched Les Productions Rivard, it
was mostly to tell our stories. Since the beginning, we have
consulted the SBHS’s archives for over 20 documentaries, including
Étienne Gaboury, architecte (TFO, 1998). Today, I stand before
you to say thank you to the SBHS for its enormous contribution to
our collective memory.”
-Louis Paquin, Executive Producer

On May 15, 185 guests gathered to mark
the Centre du patrimoine’s 20th anniversary.
This substantial support for the guardian of
Francophone and Métis history in Western
Canada, particularly in Manitoba, is a clear
indication of the importance Manitobans
attach to the preservation and promotion
of our collective heritage.

From left to right: Louis Paquin with Michel Lagacé and Réal Bérard.
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“It was a unique event, the first time in my
lifetime I have had the opportunity to
celebrate archives! I felt a deep collective
realization of the importance of preserving
our heritage. From the Métis perspective, this
gathering was very gratifying. We are
reassured, because our history is documented
and our role in the origins of Manitoba is
recognized.”

A Heritage Hub

For more information on what is happening at the Centre du patrimoine and the SBHS,
check out our website at www.shsb.mb.ca/en including our blog.
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And don’t forget to visit us on Facebook!
Centre du patrimoine
340 Provencher Boulevard, Saint Boniface, Manitoba R2H 0G7
www.shsb.mb.ca
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Thanks to the generous support of the Winnipeg Foundation, the Thomas Sill Foundation, donors and the luncheon’s sponsors,
we have already raised $70,000 for the mobile shelving project.
Help us reach our objective of $115,000!
To donate, call us at 204-233 4888
or visit our website at http://shsb.mb.ca/en/I_Support/Donate

The construction of the Centre du
patrimoine was a transformational project
for the SBHS and the groups it supports,
with a profound impact on our capacity to
acquire, to preserve and to promote
archives. In this hub, which attracts
researchers, authors, artists, educators,
students and the general public, you will
find archives documenting the creation of
our province, the establishment of the first
health and social services in Manitoba, the
ups and downs of French-language
education as well as the evolution of many
organizations. Those archives are consulted
to confirm Métis ascendance, to defend
causes, for example in legal recourses
concerning the lands of the Métis, and to
find inspiration…

“On May 15, I felt a strong attachment from the public to the Centre du patrimoine and, more generally, to the heritage of
Manitoba’s francophonie.”

Preventing the Wear of Time
and the Erasure
of Collective Memory
We sometimes say that history is written by
the “conquerors”. Maybe we should
modify this saying, because in reality,
history is transmitted by those who have
the capacity to write it. By rejecting the loss
of our past, by working against the wear of
time and the erasure of our collective
memory, the Centre du patrimoine plays a
vital role: ensuring that we will always be
able to study, to write and to tell the story
of Manitoba’s and Western Canada’s
francophonie and Métis people.
Thanks to the determined people who,
from 1981 to 1998, made the collective
dream of a heritage centre become a reality.

And thanks to all of you—loyal volunteers,
generous donors and our staff—for having
since then continued to carry our dream,
and for continuing to carry it now and
tomorrow.
In closing, I must mention that I was
particularly proud when the province of
Manitoba recognized, in 2017, that the
scope of the SBHS’s archives is both
provincial and national and that the SHSB
acts as the French-language counterpart to
the Archives of Manitoba.

Michel Lagacé
Chair of the Board

Centre du patrimoine:
A Hub of Stories and of History for 20 Years Now

L

et us recall why it was so important to build a centre to
protect our archives. Let’s think of potential and real
losses…

These losses are sometimes dramatic. In December of 1860, a fire
destroyed the St. Boniface Cathedral built under Bishop Provencher’s
watch. The first civil records of the Métis and Francophone population
of Western Canada were forever lost.

Thanks to the work of the SBHS and its Centre du patrimoine, to the
dedication of passionate researchers such as the late Fr. Pierre Picton
and Alfred Fortier, the lost information was patiently reconstituted,
almost for every person. Today, this information can now be found in
the Centre du patrimoine’s unique databases.

OFFICIAL OPENING
OF THE CENTRE DU PATRIMOINE
On September 25, 1998, the Construction Committee and the Board
of the SBHS had plenty of reasons to be proud and to celebrate! And
to sigh in relief at the end of such a long-term project… They weren’t
alone to savour this memorable event, because a whole generation of
people with a passion for the heritage of the Manitoba francophonie
and Métis people had dedicated itself to this project with diligence
and conviction.

Centre du patrimoine:
A Hub of Stories and of History for 20 Years Now
From 1981 to 1998, the construction of an archives centre was a
priority for the SBHS Board chaired by: Gérard Lagacé (1980-1981),
Robert André (1981-1985), Normand Boisvert (1985-1986), Guy
Masson (1986 1987), Jacqueline Blay (1987-1991) and Henri Grimard
(1991-1999).

“I express my profound recognition to the
Centre du patrimoine for the preservation and
promotion of the Archdiocese’s archives as well
as those of many other religious entities. A
family must keep its mementos, its albums and
photos to never lose its particular sense of
identity and place in society at large, now and
in the future.”
-His Grace Albert LeGatt,
Archbishop of St. Boniface

Finally, the French-speaking and Métis population of Manitoba had
its own archives centre, equipped with two vaults, and built according
to the standards set for an archives centre. From then on, their
archives would be preserved in optimal conditions of temperature,
light and relative humidity, sheltered from fires, floods, such as the
one in 1950, and the wear of time.

On July 22, 1968, a fire ravaged the St.
Boniface Cathedral-Basilica, destroying one
of the main symbols of the Francophone and
Catholic presence in Western Canada. All
that was left was part of the stone walls…
From these ruins would soon emerge a new
church for the parish, a new cathedral for the
archdiocese.

In 1998-1999, the members of the SBHS Board were: Henri Grimard, Paul
Baril, Hélène Martin, Louis Bernardin, Léona Gaudry, Carole Barnabé,
Christian Benhamou, Alfred Monnin et Michel Verrette. On the occasion
of the official opening of the Centre du patrimoine, it hosted distinguished
guests who presented their greetings or delivered a speech: the Honourable
Yvon Dumont, Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba; His Grace Roland
Bélanger, Chancellor of the Archdiocese of St. Boniface; Ms. Rosemary
Vodrey, Minister of the Manitoba Department of Culture, Heritage and
Citizenship; Ms. Sheila Copps, Minister of Canadian Heritage; the federal
and provincial members of Parliament for St. Boniface, Mr. Ronald
Duhamel, Secretary of State, and Mr. Neil Gaudry.

The same kind of loss could have occurred during the 1980’s official
language crisis when the offices of the Franco-Manitoban Society on
Provencher Boulevard were destroyed by arson. Fortunately, most of
the archives of its forerunner, the French-Canadian Education
Association of Manitoba, had been transferred to the SBHS. Otherwise,
a whole chapter of our history would have been destroyed by flames
that night.

The official opening ceremony also included the signing of agreements
for the transfer of archives between the SBHS and the Archdiocese of St.
Boniface and between the SBHS and CKSB-Radio-Canada (French CBC).
The negotiation of these agreements was instrumental in obtaining
government financial support to build the Centre.

Most often though, there is no great catastrophe. Moves, office
closures, overly zealous cleaning, dust, the wear of time, of humidity
and light, all these factors erase the traces of our history, of our
development as a society.

AN IDEA TAKES SHAPE
All these losses—big or small—and how to avoid them, preoccupied
the delegates at a conference organized by the SBHS in 1981 with the
support of partners such as the Archives of Manitoba and many
religious congregations which, during those years, were seriously
reflecting on the preservation of their own archives.
And so the idea of an archives and heritage centre for Manitoba’s
francophonie took shape. In 1998, almost twenty years later, something
new was born to preserve what was old: the first building in Manitoba
specifically designed to preserve archives.

The Centre du Patrimoine takes shape in 1998.

Since the idea of an archives centre had taken shape in 1981, the SBHS
nourished this project and ensured its advancement, obtaining, amongst
other support, grants from the federal and provincial governments and
key archival collections. In this adventure, the Franco-Manitoban
Cultural Centre had become the SBHS’s main partner.
The Centre du patrimoine Construction Committee held its first
meeting on November 28, 1995, three years before the official
opening. Its members were: Louis Bernardin, Alfred Fortier and
Janelle Reynolds from the SBHS; Al Steinhubl, Government Services
of the province of Manitoba; Gilbert Comeault and Ala Rekrut,
Archives of Manitoba; Lucien Chaput, journalist consultant; Gilles
Lesage, Archives of the Missionary Oblates of Marie Immaculate (male
congregation); Alain Boucher and Alfred Sicotte, Franco-Manitoban
Cultural Centre; David McInnis, Manitoba Department of Culture,
Heritage and Citizenship.

His Grace Albert LeGatt.

ÉTIENNE GABOURY’S ST. BONIFACE CATHEDRAL:
BUILDING TOMORROW’S HERITAGE
The official opening ceremony of the Centre du patrimoine, September 25th 1998.

Arson destroys the offices of the Franco-Manitoban Society.

The St. Boniface Cathedral

Signatures, SBHS and Archdiocese of St. Boniface: Alfred Fortier, Executive Director, SBHS;
Henri Grimard, Chair, SBHS Board; Fr. Georges Damphousse, Diocesan Bursar.

MOBILE SHELVING = MORE STORAGE!

The Curator, Annie Langlois.

The Centre du patrimoine now shelters 700 archival collections, a
fivefold increase since its opening, and its on-line presence is constantly
growing. To add to its storage capacity, we dream of installing additional
mobile shelving in one of the two vaults. The proceeds from the May
15 fundraising luncheon will be dedicated to this project. Two photos
are sufficient to grasp the importance of this endeavour…

An exhibition on this new cathedral was also inaugurated during the
fundraising luncheon held to mark the 20th anniversary of the Centre
du patrimoine. The curator, Annie Langlois, explains: “We presented the
current St. Boniface Cathedral from two angles: the perspective of the
St. Boniface Archdiocese and that of the architect, Étienne Gaboury.”

Étienne Gaboury and Claire Breton-Gaboury examining the exhibition.

On the one hand, the importance of the Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council explains the position of the Church and the Archdiocese. His
Grace Baudoux, Archbishop at the time, participated in the sessions of the
Council, which led to changes of historical breadth in the Church. Vatican
II represented openness towards the modern world in full transformation,
a world which had experienced two world wars within a half-century.
On the other hand, we need to understand Étienne Gaboury’s vision
to explain his esthetic choice. In 1958, after his studies in architecture

The SBHS at the St. Boniface College, before the construction of the Centre du patrimoine.

Fifty years after the fire, the Cathedral reigns
proudly in the heart of St. Boniface on the
land
where
Father
Joseph-Norbert
Provencher had overseen, 200 years earlier,
the construction of the first church dedicated
to St. Boniface. The heritage value of the
St. Boniface Cathedral, an emblematic
landmark of Francophone Catholic presence
in Western Canada, was perpetuated.

The archives of the St. Boniface Archdiocese, before the construction of the Centre du patrimoine. An
investment of $115,000 will ensure that this will not happen again!

at the University of Manitoba, he travelled to France where he visited
the Notre-Dame-du-Haut Chapel built by Le Corbusier in Ronchamp.
This chapel, full of roundness, built of shadows and light, is a
revelation. It sums up Gaboury’s thoughts: the use of light as a
construction material, organic forms in harmony with their natural
setting, primacy of function over form, and of the human element over
structure.
Before imagining the new cathedral, Gaboury had already acquired
experience in the design of buildings serving religious purposes. He
therefore began work on this project fully aware of the ins and outs of
this symbol. Through common agreement, the walls spared by the blaze
would be restored. Gaboury authored the rebirth of a cathedral in the
ruins of its predecessor.

The SBHS thanks Canadian Heritage and Sport, Culture and Heritage Manitoba for their financial support of this exhibition curated by Annie Langlois
with the assistance of Thomas Bres and presented at the Centre du patrimoine until the winter of 2018-19.
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Heritage and Citizenship.

His Grace Albert LeGatt.

Signatures, SBHS and Archdiocese of St. Boniface: Alfred Fortier, Executive Director, SBHS;
Henri Grimard, Chair, SBHS Board; Fr. Georges Damphousse, Diocesan Bursar.

MOBILE SHELVING = MORE STORAGE!

The Curator, Annie Langlois.

The Centre du patrimoine now shelters 700 archival collections, a
fivefold increase since its opening, and its on-line presence is constantly
growing. To add to its storage capacity, we dream of installing additional
mobile shelving in one of the two vaults. The proceeds from the May
15 fundraising luncheon will be dedicated to this project. Two photos
are sufficient to grasp the importance of this endeavour…

An exhibition on this new cathedral was also inaugurated during the
fundraising luncheon held to mark the 20th anniversary of the Centre
du patrimoine. The curator, Annie Langlois, explains: “We presented the
current St. Boniface Cathedral from two angles: the perspective of the
St. Boniface Archdiocese and that of the architect, Étienne Gaboury.”

Étienne Gaboury and Claire Breton-Gaboury examining the exhibition.

On the one hand, the importance of the Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council explains the position of the Church and the Archdiocese. His
Grace Baudoux, Archbishop at the time, participated in the sessions of the
Council, which led to changes of historical breadth in the Church. Vatican
II represented openness towards the modern world in full transformation,
a world which had experienced two world wars within a half-century.
On the other hand, we need to understand Étienne Gaboury’s vision
to explain his esthetic choice. In 1958, after his studies in architecture

The SBHS at the St. Boniface College, before the construction of the Centre du patrimoine.

Fifty years after the fire, the Cathedral reigns
proudly in the heart of St. Boniface on the
land
where
Father
Joseph-Norbert
Provencher had overseen, 200 years earlier,
the construction of the first church dedicated
to St. Boniface. The heritage value of the
St. Boniface Cathedral, an emblematic
landmark of Francophone Catholic presence
in Western Canada, was perpetuated.

The archives of the St. Boniface Archdiocese, before the construction of the Centre du patrimoine. An
investment of $115,000 will ensure that this will not happen again!

at the University of Manitoba, he travelled to France where he visited
the Notre-Dame-du-Haut Chapel built by Le Corbusier in Ronchamp.
This chapel, full of roundness, built of shadows and light, is a
revelation. It sums up Gaboury’s thoughts: the use of light as a
construction material, organic forms in harmony with their natural
setting, primacy of function over form, and of the human element over
structure.
Before imagining the new cathedral, Gaboury had already acquired
experience in the design of buildings serving religious purposes. He
therefore began work on this project fully aware of the ins and outs of
this symbol. Through common agreement, the walls spared by the blaze
would be restored. Gaboury authored the rebirth of a cathedral in the
ruins of its predecessor.

The SBHS thanks Canadian Heritage and Sport, Culture and Heritage Manitoba for their financial support of this exhibition curated by Annie Langlois
with the assistance of Thomas Bres and presented at the Centre du patrimoine until the winter of 2018-19.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS

Au Salon Empire
Spring 2018

 The 1,277 photos of the Sisters of the Saviour collection
are now digitized and described.

 The yearbooks of the St. Boniface School of Nursing are
now available on line. Further, we collaborated in the
preparation of an exhibition spearheaded by the
St. Boniface Registered Nurses’ Alumni Association and
presented in the Everett Atrium of the hospital. The
exhibition was inaugurated in July 2017.

 We invite you to follow the guided historical tour of
St. Boniface created by Robert Nicolas for the
BaladoDécouverte App, in French and in English.
Discover 19 points of interest over 3.47 km: it’s great for
mind and body!
 The SBHS is collaborating in the commemorative
activities organized to underline the 200-year presence of
the Catholic Church in Western Canada.

Special Edition : Centre du patrimoine’s 20th anniversary

Thanks to our DIAMOND sponsor

IN SHORT
 We are preparing a travelling exhibition on Gaboury’s works:
the vast collection of archives he donated to the Centre du
patrimoine will be used to prepare this exhibition which will
highlight many places in Manitoba where he left his mark.
 Natasha Vermette, a student enrolled in education at the
University of St. Boniface, has recently undertaken a
summer project to make the Centre du patrimoine’s
resources more accessible to teachers and students.

 Roger Bilodeau gifted to the Centre du patrimoine the
unilingual traffic ticket that led him to the Supreme Court
of Canada in June 1984. Mr. Bilodeau had to pay his fine,
but the Supreme Court’s ruling represented a significant
victory for Manitoba’s francophonie: Manitoba’s laws had
to be bilingual.

A WORD FROM THE CHAIR
OF THE ST. BONIFACE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (SBHS)

“Caisse Groupe Financier has entrusted the SBHS with its archives,
as have many other francophone organizations in Manitoba, and
we are grateful for its services. We are therefore honoured to support
the shelving project, a lasting investment to preserve our history.
What a thoughtful gift to future generations.”
-Diane Bilodeau,
Vice-President, Marketing and Strategy

Dear Friends of the Société historique de Saint-Boniface,

Caisse Groupe Financier, well-represented on May 15.

Thanks to our GOLD sponsor

 A loyal friend of the Centre du patrimoine, Professor Allen
Kear, passed away in December 2017. Passionately
interested in Canadian history, he published in both
English and French, highlighting the breadth of the history
of our country.

Ms. Paulette Duguay, Chair of the Union
nationale métisse Saint-Joseph du
Manitoba, shared her thoughts on the
atmosphere at the event:

“When Charles Lavack and I launched Les Productions Rivard, it
was mostly to tell our stories. Since the beginning, we have
consulted the SBHS’s archives for over 20 documentaries, including
Étienne Gaboury, architecte (TFO, 1998). Today, I stand before
you to say thank you to the SBHS for its enormous contribution to
our collective memory.”
-Louis Paquin, Executive Producer

On May 15, 185 guests gathered to mark
the Centre du patrimoine’s 20th anniversary.
This substantial support for the guardian of
Francophone and Métis history in Western
Canada, particularly in Manitoba, is a clear
indication of the importance Manitobans
attach to the preservation and promotion
of our collective heritage.

From left to right: Louis Paquin with Michel Lagacé and Réal Bérard.

Thanks to our SILVER sponsor and to our BRONZE sponsors

“It was a unique event, the first time in my
lifetime I have had the opportunity to
celebrate archives! I felt a deep collective
realization of the importance of preserving
our heritage. From the Métis perspective, this
gathering was very gratifying. We are
reassured, because our history is documented
and our role in the origins of Manitoba is
recognized.”

A Heritage Hub

For more information on what is happening at the Centre du patrimoine and the SBHS,
check out our website at www.shsb.mb.ca/en including our blog.

Thanks to our FRIENDS and to our MEDIA sponsor

And don’t forget to visit us on Facebook!
Centre du patrimoine
340 Provencher Boulevard, Saint Boniface, Manitoba R2H 0G7
www.shsb.mb.ca
Graphic Design: POP Communications
Photos: Archives and Lorne Coulson
Text: Gisèle Barnabé, Lucien Chaput, Annie Langlois and others

Thanks to the generous support of the Winnipeg Foundation, the Thomas Sill Foundation, donors and the luncheon’s sponsors,
we have already raised $70,000 for the mobile shelving project.
Help us reach our objective of $115,000!
To donate, call us at 204-233 4888
or visit our website at http://shsb.mb.ca/en/I_Support/Donate

The construction of the Centre du
patrimoine was a transformational project
for the SBHS and the groups it supports,
with a profound impact on our capacity to
acquire, to preserve and to promote
archives. In this hub, which attracts
researchers, authors, artists, educators,
students and the general public, you will
find archives documenting the creation of
our province, the establishment of the first
health and social services in Manitoba, the
ups and downs of French-language
education as well as the evolution of many
organizations. Those archives are consulted
to confirm Métis ascendance, to defend
causes, for example in legal recourses
concerning the lands of the Métis, and to
find inspiration…

“On May 15, I felt a strong attachment from the public to the Centre du patrimoine and, more generally, to the heritage of
Manitoba’s francophonie.”

Preventing the Wear of Time
and the Erasure
of Collective Memory
We sometimes say that history is written by
the “conquerors”. Maybe we should
modify this saying, because in reality,
history is transmitted by those who have
the capacity to write it. By rejecting the loss
of our past, by working against the wear of
time and the erasure of our collective
memory, the Centre du patrimoine plays a
vital role: ensuring that we will always be
able to study, to write and to tell the story
of Manitoba’s and Western Canada’s
francophonie and Métis people.
Thanks to the determined people who,
from 1981 to 1998, made the collective
dream of a heritage centre become a reality.

And thanks to all of you—loyal volunteers,
generous donors and our staff—for having
since then continued to carry our dream,
and for continuing to carry it now and
tomorrow.
In closing, I must mention that I was
particularly proud when the province of
Manitoba recognized, in 2017, that the
scope of the SBHS’s archives is both
provincial and national and that the SHSB
acts as the French-language counterpart to
the Archives of Manitoba.

Michel Lagacé
Chair of the Board
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